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1. The number of priscns in Bulgaria totals 20 or 21, with one in every major
town, except for Sofis, Pazardzhik, and Sliven, which have two each.

-, 2. Political prisoners generally are seéregp.ted in each prison, but the
i prisens at Sliven and Kolarovgrad ere reserved for political prisoners.

3. One of the Sofis priamu ias for adults (Sofiyski Tsentrelen Zatvor),
while the other; in the subwrb of Kazichene, ig for @jwenilea.

labor Camps
k. The following is a 1ist of Bulgarian labor camps:.

&, Belene: Two or three thousand of Beleme's 10,000 internees sre
common, ¢riminals. The inmates live in wooden huts and, with the
exception of the political prisoners, work in the fields,

b. Tukhlarna.vFa.hrih: One thousand common criminals eare interned at the
Tukhlarns Fabrika (Brick Fectory), "Ivan Vazov" Kvarial (ward),
Sofis. The inmates work in the factory with the other employees.

c. Zakharns Fabrika: A gimiler installation for 600 prisoners is located
at the former Zakhlarne Fabrike (Sugar Factory). The inmatee are
guarded by elements of the Interior Troops (Vutreshni Voyski).

‘d. Durvenitsa: Prior.to 1955 there were 1,000 criminals employed in the
construction of army barracks in Durvenitsa, near Sofim. With the
near-completion of ‘the barracks, the number of prisoners dropped to 150.

e. Tsentralen (lager 2) na Sofia: This camp employs 500 to 600 inmates in .

construction wark in the cepital. The prisoners are housed in the °
unfinished structures.
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f. Dimitroygrad: The camp is located in the town of the same name, and
has approximately 900 prisoners who work in three shifts in the local
coal mines. .

g+ Gwrko: Until late 195k, 120 to 130 priscners were engsged in construc-
ting the 5 or é-story DS (State Security) building on Gurko Street,
Sofia. .

h, Fifteen or twenty angwded cenvicts, all of whom are serving one year
weximum sentences, work &8 mechanics in the ten vehicular repair shops
of the DS in Sofin. One of these shops is situated on Serdiks Streat.

According to inmatss of the Sofia Central Prison, Bulgarian priseneri and

lsbor camp internges totalled 60,000 in 195k, and the Sofia Central Prison,
which had 3,500 irmetes, had the greatest concentration eof prisoners.

The Spfis Central Prison

The Central Prison in Sofis, which is located at 21 General Etoletov Street,
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occupies & site mexswring 600 ¥ 900 meters. The priscn compound is surrounded

by & fence five meters high. There are three entrances on General Stoletov
Street, the eentral ong for pedesirisns and the other two for DS and
militis vehicles.

Beyond the mein gate is the l-story sdministration building, which houses
the governor's office snd quarters, offices of the prison administration
and three political officers, the priscn axrchives, and the telephone
exchange. ) =

A passageway connects the administration building with the main prison buile

ding. In the cellar of this building are the central heating plant; laundry,

shovers, lavatory, sand five punishment cells.

The main prison building containa three wings. From the ground floor to the
ninth floor each wing is wniformly divided into forty-six 1.90 x 2.80-mater
cells. The cells on the tenth floar are of various sizes.

While politicel priscmers occupy mest of the priscnm, criminals are housed
only in the cellar apd the right ani center wings of the ground floor.

The prison hospitel cccupies & N-story building adjecent to the adminis-
tration bullding. A l-story dbuilding which is the women's primson, is
attached to the hospital. The hgepitsl, the Central Bulgsrian Prison
‘Hospital, has a full complement of departments, with the excepticn of a
ward for eye and neesl disemses. Its peychimtric ward treats minor cases,
and severe cases are sent to & apecial prison hospital for nervous dis-
eages and tubeérculosix at Kyustendil. The hospital is staffed by sbout
35 to k0 professicmkls, mnd =11 of the doctors, nwebering 15 to 20, with
the exception of the director, are prisoners.

The prison includes several large workshops. A 3-story building next to
the women's prison houses the prison garages on the ground floar, a matal
shop (zhelezarska rebotilnitsa) and s mechanized shoemmker's shop. An
additlional ghoe shop without machinery is located on the first floor, while
s saddler's shep 1 on the mecond and third floors. Thare sare two tailer
shops near the left wing of the prisen. -

In addition to the warks}mpa, the prison compovmd includes:

a. A 3-story bakery, equipped with five Skods ovens, which eupplies bread
not only to the prlson, but also to Sofias.

b. An underground food storsge room.
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In early 1955, about 2,000 of thc;j«tnannrs were employed BB fbll‘ws:

&. Tailer shop - 600, working in three shifta.
b. Carpsntry shop - T0Q.

¢. Shoemekers shop - 300.

d.” Garage -~ 40.

e, DBekery - 300, warking in three shifte.

A total of 1,500 criminal convicts did not work at all becsuse they were
considered dangerous er were awaiting trisl or execution. Since 1948, polit-
ical priscners have not been allowed to work, In January 1955 fifteen
prisemers, housed in the right wing ground floor, were awaiting execution,

Sincé 1951 prisoners' have not h‘_’eén rermitted to participate in the adminis-
© tration of the prison. The prison administratlen consists of:

a, Warden (Nachalnik Zatvora);

B. Chief of the Administration (Nacalnik po Rezhima), the warden's deputy;
c. Chief of Economic Matters (Nechalnik pe Stopanska Chast).

d. Chief of Politicsl Matters (Nachalnik Politchesks Chast).

Seventy guards, diradted by nine sergeants, oversee the sentenced prisoners
under investigation.

The prison is guarded by the Specisl Militie (Spetsislna Militsia), whe

wear Interior Trowp uniforms. Six or seven hundyed of these troops are
stationed behind the central prisem in a 3-story barrscks. They guard

DS huildings, various ministries, and other important institutions. About

25 or them have duty at the prigon. Four are posted on the watchtowers during
the day, while two sentries patrol the length of the wall and the ares between
the prison and the DS offices &%t might,

Revellle for the priseners is at 6:00 a.m, Priseners are left to themselves
until 10:00 &.m., vhen they take their first walk, until 11:00 a.m., in pairs
behind the main fauilding.‘_ From 1:00 p.m. until fHOO Pel., the prisoners
are confined to their cells, and from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. they take their
second walk. Roll call ia &t 6:00 p.m.

Lunch i served from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and usually coneists of

" cabbage ‘or beans &nd 30 grams of black bresd. Supper gerarally consista

.of frult soup, served from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. Working prisoners fare better.
&end usually receive tem, Jam, and bread for breakfast.

Working inmates are permitted to spend their free time in the workshop's
yard until roll call. These priscners receive about 30 percent lems wages
than those engaged in similar trg.dgs outside of the prison.

Criminal convicts sleep on double-decker bunks, with 12 to 13 men to &
bunk. As the upper bunk almost remches the ceiling, many prefer the floar.

A criminal may receive any amount of money from the outside, and the
frequency of food parcels varies with the length of sentence: = five-kilo-
gram parcel may be received twice & month for & three-year sentence , once
& month for & three to five year sentence, once every two months for five
to ten years, aud once eyery three months for ten to 15 years. Non-working
prisoners way receive parcels even less freguently. '

Permission to write and feceive letters and to receive visits also varies
according to the length of the sentence. Criminml prisoners under investi-
gation are denied these privileges, but are mllowed to receive &oney from the
outside and meske purchksges in the two prison shops.

Working prisoners are issued brown &nd white striped shirts and a pair of
trousers, but no shoes. Mot inmates wear wooden clogs smuggled out of the
carpentry shop. Nam-working prisoners and those under investigation must
wesr their own clothes. ’
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26. Since 1949 the mumber of political priscners has decressed, whils the mumber
of eriminal priscners has increased. -

DS Inetxliations and Hesdquarters -~

[
27, In the Central Prison, the DS occupies a separate bullding of two wings.
In the basement there are 200 small cells for political priscners. While
the spé¢ond and third floers contain office space, the laundry, central
heating plant, mess hall, tailor shop and baths are on the first floer.
An enclosed passsgwwmy comngcts the DS building with the main ‘prison buil-

28. While interrogation rooms. and offices occcupy part of the DS huilding at
27 Gurko Street, 300 cells are located on the tep flocr and in the basement.
Approximately 25 of the basemsnt cells messwre 30 x 70 om. (812) while the
rempining cells sare larger. All of them have iron doors with small round
openinga. There ix enly oum lsvatory in the hasement, The DS building
is conmscted with the Ministry of Internal Affairs, which is scrows the
street, by an underground passagsway.

29. The D8 alse uses & building at 12 Evlegly Geoargiev Street far interrogations.
The duilding reportedly containg 100 cells, in addition to interrogation-
rooms and officas.

30, The following persemslities are known st Sofis Cemtral Priscn:

a. Caplain Slavche Chilichev is the firat politicsl officer. He im about
29 years old, and is a Commmist., .

b. Captain Cholakevy (fnu), mged k3-ik, iz the sscand political officer.
He has heen marrisd three times.

' 5\. B

¢, Gurinov (fnu), aged 26427, is the director of the prison archives.
Gurinov is & Compnmist  who carries ths rank of eaptain.

d. Mejor Xolev (fnm), the third political officer, is 5k years old.

e. Midgylov (fau) is in charge of prisen discipline. He is & hO-year-old,
Communist with the rank of major. He is married sud has two children.

f. Georgl Moskov, farmerly the prison's politiesl officer, has baen the
warden of the Sefim Centrsl Prison sinca 1949. Aged about 29, Moskov
is & veteran Communist who was & major in the police forca.

8. Mikhail Rakev, who has served in the police farce since 1947 with the
rank of captain, is the Chief of Econsmic Matters. Ee is about 26-27
years old, and spparently is a Communiat. Hs is married, .hag two
children, and resides at 4 Demir Kapis Street, Nadeshds, Sofie Obshtins.

31. The following is the lagend ¢ the Dimgram of the Centrsl Prison of
Sofis which appears s xu appendix on pages § ami 7.

1 -~ General Stoletev Street.
2 » Guard '
3 « Main Gate
4 - Gate for DS vehlecles . ‘
5 « Gate for militis vehicles, -
6 - Guard ' -
M 7 =~ Prison administration build
L : 8 - Guards' barracks
’ 9 .~ Hospital
3O - Women's prison
11 - Workshope .
12 - Bakery . ’

o [} v oo e’
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13 - Underground stersge room
14 - Main prison building .
15 and 16 - Carpentry Shops

© 17 end 18 - Shops

19 - Pig Sty

20 ~ Ysrd for priscmers’ walk
21 and 22 - Tailce shops

23 - DS building L

2k - Enclosed passage

25 - Tailor shop

26 - Central heating plant
27 - Bath

28 - lavatory

29 « Punishment cells

30 -~ Showers

31 thru 34 ~ Watch towerse

35 = Encloged passage

36 - Wall

37 - Gate el

38 - Bakery starage room

-5«
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